
DISSOCIATIVE IDENTITY DISORDER 

DID_THE ARCHITECT_RE-INTERPRET THE SPACE AS SITUATION_ 

1. DID: "Dissociative identity disorder (DID), previously known as multiple 
personality disorder (MPD), [1] is a mental disorder on the dissociative 
spectrum characterized by the appearance of at least two distinct and relatively 
enduring identities or dissociated personality states that alternately control a 
person's behavior." 

2. THE ARCHITECT: 2001-2010: SAMARK AS and Lund Hagem architects develops the 
new spatial premises for the coalition of all the artistic faculties in the old 
textile plant Seilduken in Grunerløkka, becoming Oslo National Academy of the 
Arts. SAMARK AS is in charge of developing the performing arts faculties, the 
machinery to educate actors, dancers, operasingers, choreographers and 
directors. As spatial premises for the relational artfileds they design eight 
black boxes, ten dance studios, workshops to build large scale scenography for 
black boxes, and storage halls for old scenography. Snøhetta develops lounge 
furniture for the common premises, enabelling namedropping of starchitects when 
the architectural choices are questioned. 

3. RE-INTERPRET THE SPACE AS SITUATION: During her first year as a 
"masterstudent" Goro Tronsmo poses for the landlord as a trained architect to 
get her project realized. She then developes an architectural installation in 
the spatial premises surrounding all the black boxes, staging the storage hall 
as the actual dome of the performing arts faculties.  

4. SHOW TIME: The following fall Goro works together with the second year 
students in acting, developing a set of characters also attending the 2nd year 
in acting at KHIO. The alter egos go through the same situations as the actual 
students; of hanging out in the dressing rooms, rehearsing texts in the 
corridors, being to late for class, and having conflicts and friendship with 
their classmates. Every meeting between "Goro" and the alter egos of the acting 
students are filmed. The project is called "The Green Room". 

5. SHOW BUSINESS: "In show business, the green room is the space in a theatre, 
or similar venue, which functions as a waiting room and lounge for performers 
before and after a performance, and during the show when they are not engaged on 
stage. The origin of the term is often ascribed to such rooms historically being 
painted green. [1][2] The modern "green room" is usually not green at all." 

6. Dissociative identity disorder (DID) Cont.:  
"The term alter ego appeared in common usage in the early 19th century when 
dissociative identity disorder was first described by psychologists.[1]An alter 
ego is a second self, which is believed to be distinct from a person's normal or 
true original personality. A person who has an alter ego is said to lead a 
double life. 

The term multiple identity disorder, derived from Multiple personality disorder 
(the former term of DID), is also borrowed as metaphor for interchanging 
identities of architectural designs. The space, based on what it is perceived 
as, changes the status of the visitor.  

The term is also used to bring emphasis on the arbitrariness implied in treating 
something as novelty. 

Goro Tronsmo is an artist and theatre director working between visual arts and performing arts. With a background in 
acting and actors instruction, she mixes notions of reality and fiction, sometimes in scripted but seemingly actual settings, 
sometimes in filmprojects executed as exersises in borders of fiction, sometimes with inserting herself as part of the 
narrative. 

Her recent work is concerned with extracting and staging institutional structures through large scale context specific living 
installations, functioning as a type of gesamtkunstwerk.
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